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Hopefully the nice weather will continue as we tiptoe towards spring and summer. Like everyone else locally we are hoping for the most gradual run-off and warm-up to avoid issues with compromised infrastructure. So far so good…
Water System and Let-run notice – At this point everyone who is a customer on the Village Water System should be running water until further notice. Warmer weather does not mean it should be stopped as this typically drives frost deeper. This billing cycle ends the week of April 15th so run until then. Look for notices on our web site, in the paper and on the radio for when to stop running the water.

Spring Weather and run-off:  I have received several calls from people seeking assistance with potential flooding issues related to seasonal run-off. Last year was a special circumstance in that supplies like water, sandbags, barriers, volunteer workers, etc. were supplied through local support groups and volunteer organizations. The Village does not stock sandbags, bottled water, pumps or other materials and does not pump basements, provide equipment or help with seasonal water issues. It is expected that each resident take care of their own water issues. If it is directly related to infrastructure problems the Village will, of course, deal with those as the needs arise.

Spring Clean-up dates: Spring clean-ups will be held on Monday, May 6th and Monday, May 20th. These clean-ups are for leaves, brush and branches only. Piles should be raked out over the curb if possible and branches should be bundled and cut in lengths no longer than four feet. Burning leaves and brush is prohibited by ordinance and may also violate DNR-imposed bans! The dates have been posted on the Village website and notices will also be posted in the Gazette the week before the scheduled pick-ups. Important Note: Often the volume of debris is too much for the Village to pick up in one day but these pick-ups will begin on the posted dates.

FIND IT HERE!: Once again, as spring nears it is time for the FIND IT HERE! Community Rummage Sale. This year’s date will be Saturday, May 18th. As in the past, residents will be able to call or email me (vll@lakelinden.net) at the Village Clerk’s office, or follow the link under the Announcements section of our website at www.lakelinden.net, to have their name, address and brief description placed on a map of the Village showing the locations of the sales. The map will be available at the office before the date. On the day of the sale they will be available at the Quality Hardware, Campioni’s Convenience or at DeMars Market. Not having a sale? Come into town to FIND IT HERE!

Volunteer Network:   The Lake Linden-Hubbell Lions Club is considering an effort to connect local volunteers with those in need in the area.  Target recipients are primarily, but not limited to, senior citizens.  If you would be willing to provide transportation or help with challenging domestic tasks for your neighbors, or would just like more information, please call Jim Lowell at 296-2068.  This won’t work without volunteers, so consider this an opportunity to pay forward and make your community a better place to live.

Village Ordinance Review - The Village Council has received the final draft of our revised ordinance review and changes from American Legal Publishing. Some of the ordinances were changed slightly in wording and most were updated with new citations of State Law for reference. But the most impactful changes are in the penalty provisions, which have been modified and streamlined to allow for easier enforcement. Now, violations of ordinance provisions are punishable by a fine of up to $500 and costs of prosecution and each violation shall constitute a separate offense. This is for each ordinance, including park violations, animal “cleanliness” and leash laws, junk in yards, noise ordinance, fires, and street and sidewalk obstructions, including snow plowing and removal. The entire code will be available on the Village website and at the Village office upon final passage, which is expected in the next few weeks. 
Winter Parking Ban:   The overnight parking ban is in effect until April 30th and so your vehicle is still subject to being ticketed for being out between the hours of 2am and 7am.
Farmer’s Market: The 2019 Farmer’s Market is currently being organized. The DDA has retained Sarah Batzel as the Market Manager again and she will be contacting vendors and getting things rolling again for the season which will begin this year on Saturday, July 6th. The Guidelines and application for vendors will be up on our website very soon so get them in by the June 1st deadline to be reviewed for acceptance. You can contact the Village office at 906-296-9911 for information on becoming a vendor email at lakelindenmarket@gmail.com or via the form on the Farmer’s market page on the Village website.
4th of July Celebration – Just another reminder that the Independence Day celebration will be held as usual this year, with the fireworks and park activities on the evening of the 3rd of 
July and the parade and games again on the 4th. We are looking to add more vendors this year, especially food vendors and particularly on the day of the 4th. They typically do very well there and this is a great opportunity for non-profit groups to fund-raise during a very busy time. Please contact us at 906-296-9911 or via email at vll@lakelinden.net if you have interest in renting space. The cost is a very reasonable $75 per day or $10 per day for non-profit groups.
Village Campground – The Village campground will open for the season as usual on the Friday before Memorial Day (May 24th). Reservations can be made now for the entire summer (although the week of July 4th is full) and the sites are $25 and $15 as they were last year.
DMG Clarification:   I would like to clarify some of the comments from the recent Gazette article. Our reimbursement for 2nd St. (for emergency repairs not for rebuilding) came from MDOT, not FEMA, for shoring up M-26 in those first flood days. FEMA financial support has not yet been received, but we have applied for funding to repair damaged areas around the Village. If all is approved, FEMA will fund 75% of those projects and the State has pledged to fund the remaining 25%. The Village will not receive any money for those repairs. 

There is currently money in the General Fund because last summer most of the DPW work was done on storm sewers and streets, which have separate funds. Typically, general fund activities like building and facility maintenance, parks and campgrounds take most of the summer, but those expenses were in effect shifted to the Street Funds. However, street funds will be depleted before the end of the fiscal year on June 30th so a substantial transfer into those funds from general will be necessary. The deficit in our audit in Major Streets existed because expenses for 2nd Street repairs were incurred in June (last fiscal year) and not reimbursed until July (current fiscal year).
Dumpster Rentals – As always, the Village has dumpsters available to rent to residents. Dumpsters are two cubic yards (3’D x 6’W x 3’H) and are dropped off on Tuesdays. They can be kept for one week and will be picked up the following Tuesday. If you do not fill it within that week, the charge will still be assessed. It may be reserved for the 2nd week subject to availability for an additional $35.  Pre-payment must be made to the Village office of $35. NO BUILDING MATERIALS and NO ROOFING SHINGLES! They are too heavy and damage the truck lift. No batteries, items with Freon (fridge, air conditioner), tires, corrosive chemicals, etc. No paint cans with paint in them!! In fact, paint cans should not be put into the colored bags either. The proper procedure would be to either pour the paint onto cardboard and let it dry or to fill the can of paint with sawdust until it dries and solidifies. Paint cans compacted in the garbage truck have exploded and leaked paint in the truck and on the street so please, no paint!!
“Spring is the time when it is summer in the sun and winter in the shade!”  Charles Dickens
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