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While it looks as though winter is trying to hang on as long as possible, plans for spring and summer continue here as though they will show up eventually. As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions, ideas, complaints, or criticisms please keep them to yourselves (kidding, please let us know at contact info above). Here are some of the things on our docket:

Spring Clean-up dates: This year the spring clean-ups will be held on Monday, May 7th and Monday, May 21st. These clean-ups are for leaves, brush and branches only. Piles should be raked out over the curb if possible and branches should be bundled and cut in lengths no longer than four feet. Burning leaves and brush is prohibited by ordinance and may also violate DNR-imposed bans! The dates have been posted on the Village website and notices will also be posted in the Gazette the week before the scheduled pick-ups.

FIND IT HERE!: Once again, as spring nears it is time for the FIND IT HERE! Community Rummage Sale. This year’s date will be Saturday, May 19th. As in the past, residents will be able to call or email me (vll@lakelinden.net) at the Village Clerk’s office, or follow the link under the Announcements section of our website at www.lakelinden.net, to have their name, address and brief description placed on a map of the Village showing the locations of the sales. The map will be available at the office before the date. On the day of the sale they will be available at the Quality Hardware, Louie’s Super Foods or at DeMars Market. Not having a sale? Come into town to FIND IT HERE!

Water System and Rate Discussion– Recent stories about Council discussions on the current water rates were a bit confusing and have prompted a lot of questions. Here are the facts regarding these discussions:

· Our rates, which are currently among the lowest in the area, cannot currently support needed updates and maintenance for our system and also allow compliance with new Michigan Dept. of Environmental Quality mandates in testing and operations resulting from downstate water system disasters (the City of Flint being the most visible). 
· Updates to our system must include (at a minimum) new meters Village-wide (meters were not included when this new system was put in in 1999 and many are 30+ yrs. old), new readers and software to streamline the billing process, and new security procedures and provisions to ensure compliance with regulations.
· Urgent maintenance items that must be addressed include new roofs on the well house and reservoir as well as replacing aging lines and hydrants as part of an approved replacement plan.

· A mandated and viable Contingency Fund to adequately meet future emergency issues and to fund required operations and compliance items in the future.

At this point the Council discussions have centered on determining revenues needed to meet these mandates and gathering data on the cost of necessary equipment and supplies. The next step will be calculating a rate structure that will support these costs and comply with MDEQ requirements. Once these reviews have been done there will be public hearings scheduled to present the information and to get public comment.

Village Ordinance Review -  The Village Council has contracted with a company called American Legal Publishing to review and re-codify our entire ordinance manual. The ordinances have obviously been adopted and revised over the years and in many cases are either outdated or can be reclassified or re-worded for clarity. The penalty sections of the code will also be re-structured and modernized. Then the new code will be put into a searchable database on our website. We will make an announcement on the website when the review is done and the new database have been posted. We hope this will be complete this summer.
Winter Parking Ban:   The overnight parking ban is in effect until April 30th and so your vehicle is still subject to being ticketed for being out between the hours of 2am and 7am.

Farmer’s Market: The 2018 Farmer’s Market is currently being organized. The DDA has retained Sarah Batzel as the Market Manager again and she will be contacting vendors and getting things rolling again for the season which will begin this year on Saturday, July 7th. The Guidelines and application for vendors will be up on our website very soon so get them in by the June 1st deadline to be reviewed for acceptance. You can contact Sarah for information on becoming a vendor or with any other questions at lakelindenmarket@gmail.com or via the form on the Farmer’s market page on the Village website.
4th of July Celebration – Just another reminder that the Independence Day celebration will be held as usual this year, with the fireworks and park activities on the evening of the 3rd of 
July and the parade and games again on the 4th. We are looking to add more vendors this year, especially food vendors. They typically do very well there and this is a great opportunity for non-profit groups to fund-raise during a very busy time. Please contact us at 906-296-9911 or via email at vll@lakelinden.net if you have interest in renting space either on the 3rd, the 4th, or both days. The cost is $75 per day or $10 per day for non-profit groups.
Water Meter Notes – Those residents who received notices regarding their stopped meters need to contact the Village Hall as soon as possible.  Access to your meter is permitted by our ordinance and by State Law so if we are not notified your water service can be shut off until access is granted. These notices were sent to residences where the old meter is stopped and needs to be replaced.
Village Campground – The Village campground will open for the season as usual on the Friday before Memorial Day (May 25th). Reservations can be made now for the entire summer (although the week of July 4th is full) and the sites are $25 and $15 as they were last year.
Dumpster Rentals – As always, the Village has dumpsters available to rent and spring is a particularly popular time to rent them. Dumpsters are two cubic yards (3’D x 6’W x 3’H) and are dropped off on Tuesdays. They can be kept for one week and will be picked up the following Tuesday. If you do not fill it within that week, the charge will still be assessed. It may be reserved for the 2nd week subject to availability for an additional charge.  The charge is $35 unless filled with building materials, then it is $50 (the transfer station charges us more for this). NO ROOFING SHINGLES! They are too heavy and damage the truck lift. No batteries, items with Freon (fridge, Air conditioner), tires, corrosive chemicals, etc. No paint cans with paint in them!! In fact, paint cans should not be put into the colored bags either. The proper procedure would be to either pour the paint onto cardboard and let it dry or to fill the can of paint with sawdust until it dries and solidifies. Paint cans compacted in the garbage truck have exploded and leaked paint in the truck and on the street so please, no paint!!
___________________________________



Robert A. Poirier, Village Clerk

