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Campground reservations for the 4th of July, 2018:  After debating changes to the reservations process for the coming year the Council has decided to keep the process the same as in the past. The Village office will be open at 8am on Tuesday, January 2nd, and will take reservations on a first come, first served basis for Independence Day week. There will be a three day minimum stay required and payment must be made at the time of reservation. The current rate is $25 per night for regular sites and $15 for rustic sites.  There will be no consideration given for future years when 2018 reservations are made. No reservations for future years will be given based on 2018 occupancy.  As of now there are no plans to alter campground season arrangements as a result of the EPA testing in the bay. No word has been given as to a timeline and no decision has been made by any of the agencies involved. 

Winter Parking:  The winter parking ban is in effect now. Although early warnings have been given, tickets are now being issued to those vehicles left out between the hours of 2am and 7am. Plowing is severely hampered when vehicles are left out and often residents are inconvenienced by this practice. The ordinance does stipulate that the vehicle can be towed at the owners’ expense. This is not limited to repeat offenders and is solely at the Village’s discretion so please make every effort to get your vehicles off the streets. Also, questions or concerns with tickets issued cannot be remedied by the clerk’s office. The police department cites vehicles under this ordinance and so they can be contacted at 296-2600.
Snow plowing and clean-up:  We are only a couple of weeks into the winter and this is a list (by no means comprehensive) of the complaints and comments I have had regarding the winter operations: Sidewalks are slippery where is the sand? Sidewalk is sandy can’t it be swept? Plow comes by too early. Plow comes by too late. Aren’t they going to pick up snow in parking lane? Are they going to plow again today?  The grader really “packed it” into my driveway.  
We have pretty much the same routine when snow comes. The first priority is the trunkline (M-26) and the area around the school. This is because MDOT reimburses us to maintain the state highway within the Village and because the schools parking and traffic in the morning would make removal around there later in the day impossible. Then, the Village streets are plowed. After that piles and banks that are in the right-of-way are hauled and cleared. This all starts sometimes as early as 3am. Unfortunately, this means that unless the crew works a 12-14 hour day, if it begins snowing heavily in early afternoon the streets will not be plowed again that day. This routine also assumes that the equipment cooperates as we do not have another crew to  maintain and repair the equipment. (See also next section of this newsletter). We have three full-time operators and one part-time employee to do this work.  
So when snow comes every day and in large amounts the piles of it tend to get higher and the places to plow it get smaller. We ask some cooperation and consideration for not throwing, plowing or blowing it into the street if possible.  That said, there is an ordinance governing what residents can do with the snow. 
ORDINANCE SERIES 4000,  CHAPTER 4010 reads as follows:
PLACING OF SNOW, ICE OR OTHER MATERIAL IN THE STREETS

1.  No person, firm, corporation or occupant of premises in the Village of Lake Linden shall take or remove, or cause to be taken or removed, any snow, ice or other material from any property owned, controlled or occupied by him and pile or dump same within the lines of any street of the Village of Lake Linden, except as herein provided.

2.  Any such person, firm, corporation or occupant of premises in the Village of Lake Linden may take and remove snow and ice from a driveway on such property and pile same in a public street. It may only be piled along, parallel with, or as a part of the bank of snow formed by the Village of Lake Linden in its snow plowing operations. Such snow or ice shall be piled on the bank immediately in front of and adjacent to the property so owned or occupied and in no event shall the snow or ice so placed extend more than two (21t) feet six (6”) inches further into the roadway than the existing bank.

3.  No person, firm, corporation or occupant of premises in the Village of Lake Linden shall take or remove, or cause to be removed, any ice, snow, or other material from any public walk or from the premises owned or under the control of any person, firm, corporation or occupant, or from the banks of snow formed by the Village in its plowing operations and pile or dump same within the street right-of-way in such a manner as to reduce the      width between the banks of snow formed by the Village of Lake Linden in its plowing operations by more than two (2’) feet six (6”) inches, without first arranging at his expense for the removal of such excess snow or ice from the street right—of—way.
4.  Snow, ice or other material moved, piled or dumped in violation of this Ordinance may be moved by the Village and the expense of such removal charged to the party found in violation of the Ordinance. 

5.  In the event that any citizen of this Village shall suffer any undue hardship as a result of the provisions of this ordinance, exception thereto may be obtained with the prior approval of the Street Commissioner.

Equipment upgrades:  The age and condition of our heavy equipment is the number one priority for the Council. The SnoGo, dump trucks, grader, and a loader were all manufactured in the previous century (well into the last century). A millage two years ago allowed us to purchase a loader and make some desperately needed repairs to current equipment. This year the State budget included a 2.5% increase in revenue sharing, which is the money largely used for discretionary spending in the general fund (for us, equipment money).  That increase brings us back closer to 2006 levels. Since 2006, the amount of RS we receive from the State has been cut over $540,000, taken from local municipalities to balance the State budgets. That is one full year of our entire general fund budget. That number represents the upgrades we could have made in our equipment fleet. And this money is doled out per capita, meaning for each resident throughout the State. So while we have the same infrastructure expenses as every other town and city a much larger share of money we receive in the U. P. goes to snow removal than it does downstate. Financing for small communities needs to change at the State level for us to continue our most basic operations.
Ice Rink:  One day soon we will have a rink for skating. The recent warm weather has put a damper on it temporarily. As weather permits the ice rink at the park pavilion will be open. Volunteers to help with opening and monitoring the rink are welcome. If you would like to volunteer please contact the Village office at your convenience. After we get volunteers lined up we can come up with a schedule for open skating. We will announce at school and on the radio when the rink opens and the schedule is determined.       

Please Note the Lake Linden Village Police Department has a new phone number –You may now reach the police department at 296-2600.  If you would like to email you may do so at  chief@lakelindenpd.com.  

Have a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year!
 ___________________________    
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