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Now that the hot weather is finally over (I think) we are moving on to next winter. Because, as we all know there are four seasons here: Early Winter, Mid-Winter, Late Winter and Next Winter. But, at least we don’t have Hurricane Season or Wildfire Season. 

Fall Clean-up Dates:  The Village will have fall clean-ups starting on Monday, October 9th, Monday, October 23rd, and Monday, November 6th.  If possible, rake leaves out over the curb and if you must bag them please use biodegradable bags. Branches must be cut into lengths no longer than 4’. Remember, this is for yard waste and branches only. No other trash will be picked up on these dates. 
Trick or Treating:  The Village always has trick or treating on Halloween night and this year will be no different. Hours will be from 5pm until 8pm on Tuesday night, October 31st. The Village Police and Fire Dept. will be out patrolling so try to keep tricks to a minimum to maximize your treating. BE CAREFUL AND WATCH FOR TRICK-OR-TREATERS! Sometimes costumes are dark and masks can limit youngsters vision so please be careful. If parents are out with their kids be vigilant of others as well. Kids get caught up in the fun and sometimes forget to look. Also, thanks to those who give out candy and keep this tradition going!
Sanitation and Related Matters:  One of our popular services has been our dumpster rentals. A two-yard dumpster can be rented for one week at a cost of $35.00. These are delivered only on Tuesdays until the following Tuesday. Additional weeks are $35, based on availability, and the charge is levied whether the dumpster was filled or not. Restrictions are as follows: No batteries, full paint cans, appliances containing Freon, large metal objects and tires. If building materials are deposited then the charge is $50.  Absolutely NO roofing shingles.

Also, we have ticketed several residents in the past three or four weeks under our junk ordinance.  You cannot have vehicles or other types of trash in your yards. The details of this Ordinance Series 5000, Chapter 5050, can be found on our website by clicking Government on the main menu, then Village Hall and Ordinance Manual. Violators will be fined.
M-26 Snow removal:  The Council will be discussing options for snow removal along M-26 (Calumet Street between 1st and 10th Sts.). MDOT budget cuts and tighter regulations on how and how often snow can be removed along the street may force the Village to change our methods for hauling and plowing snow. As in most other communities, fees may have to be charged to maintain the level of service residents and businesses have become accustomed to. Residents and businesses here will be notified shortly if any changes are implemented.
Campground Reservations:  This year reservations for campsites on the week of July 4th, 2018 will be done as they have been for the past few years. Village office doors will open at 8am on January 2nd, 2018 and sites will be reserved on a first come, first served basis. There will be a three-night minimum stay required and payment for the sites must be taken when the reservation is made. A waiting list will be compiled for those wishing to be contacted should a site open up for any reason.  This will be the final year of this open reservation opportunity for all July 4th sites. Beginning in 2018, campers who have sites on the 4th of July will be given the opportunity to renew their reservation for the following year. If any camper chooses not to renew their site, the unreserved sites will be made available.   Sites left empty after canvassing the 4th of July sites will be filled from the waiting list. There will be no sub-letting of sites.   
Community Christmas Cinema:  Last year we held the first Christmas Cinema Movie in the Village Hall Ballroom and it was very well received. This year we will have our 2nd Annual Christmas Cinema again in the Village Hall.  Although the movie hasn’t been chosen yet it will be an animated Christmas movie for kids. Admission is free, snacks and drinks will be free too. Each child 10 and under will get a ticket upon entering the movie for a chance to win prizes in a drawing after the movie. In addition, the Lake Linden Fire Department will have goodie bags for all the kids. Announcements in school and advertisements will be out well beforehand when the movie and date are finalized. We hope to see you there. Oh and you can bring your kids, too.
Winter Parking Ban: Please remember that the winter parking ban goes into effect on November 1st. Any vehicle parked on Village Streets between the hours of 3am and 7am are subject to fines and/or towing. There are no waivers for this ban. This is for winter maintenance operations. The fine is $20.00 per occurrence.

Village Headlines:  For the last few months, on the Friday or Saturday after our monthly Village Council meeting, there have been news stories on topics discussed at the meeting. This can be helpful in getting information out to the residents. However, since the meeting is a forum for the exchange of ideas, many of those conversations do not result in formal votes or changes in Village policy, and most often do not enact new rules or rates.  Pull-quotes in a news story, even if they are correctly quoted, cannot accurately portray the thoughts of those speaking and are often not reflective of the entire conversation as it is debated in the meetings. Obviously the best way to learn what has been discussed and/or enacted is to attend the meetings. They are held on the third Thursday of each month at 6:30pm at the Village Hall. 
Snow Removal Ordinance:  Every year we take complaints about residents dumping or throwing snow where they shouldn’t. There are specific rules regarding where the snow can be placed.  Ordinance Series 4000, Chapter 4010, which is available on our website, outlines these rules.  You cannot push snow across the street. You can only place it in front of and adjacent to your property. You cannot pile snow out into the right-of-way. They are basic rules with an eye towards not inconveniencing your neighbor or making it impossible for snow plowing operations on the streets. 

Happy Halloween!
____________________________________ 
Robert A. Poirier, Village Clerk
