Lake Linden Village Council
Regular Meeting

June 15th, 2017
The Lake Linden Village Council met on the above date at the Village Hall at 6:30pm. President Schuldt presided. The following Trustees responded to roll call: Reese, Schraufnagel, Heide, Hoffman and Miller. Trustee Aittama was granted an excused absence.
Approval of Minutes:

The May regular meeting minutes were presented. A motion was made by trustee Hoffman and supported by Trustee Reese to approve them. All were in favor. Motion was carried.  
Approval of Agenda:
A brief discussion of the agenda resulted in two additions and a motion from Trustee Heide, supported by Trustee Hoffman to approve the agenda.  All were in favor.  Motion was carried.
Public Comments:
None.
Bills and Financial Statement:


Clerk Poirier introduced the monthly expenses. He pointed out the footnotes on the cover page.  
After a brief discussion a motion was made by Trustee Hoffman and supported by Trustee Miller to approve the bills and financials. With the motion the following totals were approved for payment:  
General Fund

$29,596.11
  Water Fund

  
  $  5,807.23
Major Streets Fund

$  3,143.73
Local Streets Fund

$  3,022.73
  Municipal Streets    
  $         0.00
Sanitation Fund

$  5,589.19
TOTAL


$  47,158.99
Poll vote: Yes: Hoffman, Miller, Schuldt, Heide, Schraufnagel, Reese.
      No: None.
Motion was carried.
Correspondence/Clerk’s Information:
Poirier introduced a letter from the Western U.P. District Health that outlined recommendations for precautions at the campground beach. They were as follows:
· Signs informing people of wastes present in the soil as a result of mining activities

· Signs advising against swimming in the area around the outlet of the storm sewer between the beach and the upper park
· A hand washing station near the beach for people to wash hands.

Poirier said that a draft letter from the Dept. of Health and Human Services also mentioned a shower for rinsing off. After a lengthy discussion regarding operations there, a motion was made by President Schuldt and supported by Trustee Miller to take the following steps:

· Approve the installation of signs advising the public to take the aforementioned precautions when using the beach,

· Approve the installation of fencing and signs demarcating the area around the storm sewer outlet,
· Have the DPW crew install a shower station near the campground pavilion for public use in rinsing after swimming

· Go ahead with preparations for summer use by placing the buoys, hanging the beach volleyball net, and grooming the beach.

Poll vote: Yes: Schuldt, Miller, Reese, Hoffman, Heide and Schraufnagel.  No; None. Absent: Aittama. Motion was carried.

Poirier introduced a letter from the DEQ stating that the rates should be reviewed in light of large maintenance items on the Village water system in the near future. Poirier said he found contact info for a non-profit organization that aided water utilities with rate structures. His intention was to get with them asap to gather information on what could be done to most efficiently get to a rate that would meet those maintenance requirements.


Poirier said that the school bond project was progressing and that part of the list was to pave a portion of 4th Street to connect the newly paved school parking lot to the paved portion of 4th Street. The school had not requested a cost-share but he thought it would be prudent to make a motion allowing the paving on the right-of-way incase the contractor need it. A motion was then made by Trustee Reese and supported by Trustee Miller to authorize the project to extend onto the 4th Street right of way. All were in favor. Motion was carried.

The Council set Thursday, June 22nd, at 6:30 pm as the time for the tax hearing, 6:45 for the budget hearing, and 7:00pm for the special meeting to decide on those issues.

Executive (Chair: President Schuldt):


President Schuldt said that the committee had met three times with the union and had an agreement in principal worked out. He said he would go into detail in the closed session.

Trustee Hoffman informed the Council that the Housing Commission Board had been short one member for some time. He said HUD had even suggested a member of the Council could be appointed to fill the empty seat. After some gentle urging President Schuldt recommended June Schraufnagel be appointed to the position. A motion was made by Trustee Reese and supported by Trustee Hoffman to appoint June Schraufnagel to an interim position on the Housing Commission. All were in favor. Motion was carried.

Infrastructure:    
Poirier said he had received a request to put a village-owned lot up for sale in Sibilsky Acres II. Lot 48 was the request from a person who lived on the lot adjacent to this property on the Bootjack Rd. After a brief discussion a motion was made by Trustee Hoffman and supported by Trustee Reese to put the lot up for public sale with no minimum bid, Lot 48 in the Sibilsky Acres II plat. The posting would state that the Council reserves the right to reject any bid and also attaches the provision that future utility needs would be the responsibility of the purchaser. All were in favor. Motion was carried.
TES Engineering had submitted a letter upon request from the clerk for an estimate of extending the water system up to the Hill Street plat on the western end of 13th Street. The letter propmeted a discussion about  issues near that block and the Council agreed to have the DPW crew grade the area and come up with a reasonable plan to address drainage issues there.


Poirier said to solicit bids for chip seal paving of some village streets a list of those streets most in need should be compiled. He said he would get with the crew to determine a list of priorities.
Property & Equipment 
Poirier said that both riding mowers were too tired to be repaired efficiently. He said a new one was needed but the guys preferred the zero-turn which was much more expensive.  After a discussion the Council said to get quotes on the different options, riders vs. zero-turn and used vs. new and even dealer-lease options for a decision at the special meeting later in the month.
Public Safety & Policy: 

The police report was entered into the record. A motion was made by Trustee Hoffman and supported by Trustee Reese to accept the report as submitted. All were in favor. Motion was carried.
Chief Rosemurgy informed the Council that he expected help on the 4th by the police academy at NMU who offered recruits for assistance at large events,. He also said he would have help from the other police agencies as well.
The fire report was introduced to the Council. A motion was made by Trustee Hoffman and supported by Trustee Reese to accept the report as submitted. All were in favor. Motion was carried.  
A resolution to approve the raffle application for the fire department was offered. Trustee Reese made a motion to approve supported by Trustee Miller. All were in favor. Motion was carried.
Downtown Development Authority:
Steve Pummill gave a brief rundown of the DDA projects. He asked for a copy of the recreation plan so that the DDA plans in the park could sync with the report. Poirier said the DDA budget would be included with the others at the budget meeting. He then said they were one member short and said that Jim Lowell had offered to step in. President Schuldt then recommended Jim Lowell to the Council for the vacant position. A motion was made by Trustee Reese and supported by Trustee Miller to appoint Mr. Lowell to the DDA board. All were in favor. Motion was carried.

Torch Lake Area Sewage Authority


No report.
Late Agenda Items:
None.

New Business:

None.
Old Business:

None.

Announcements:  

None.

CLOSED SESSION: 

A motion was made by President Schuldt and supported by Trustee Hoffman to go into closed session to discuss union negotiations.

President Schuldt brought the Council back into open session.
Adjournment:

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Trustee Miller and supported by Trustee Reese.  All were in favor. Meeting was adjourned at 8:07pm.  There was 1 member of the public in attendance.
_____________________________
 
__________________________
Glenn Schuldt, Village President  


Robert  A. Poirier, Village Clerk 
