Lake Linden Village Council
Regular Meeting

May 18th, 2017
The Lake Linden Village Council met on the above date at the Village Hall at 6:30pm. President Schuldt presided. The following Trustees responded to roll call: Reese, Schraufnagel, Heide and Miller. Trustee Aittama and Hoffman were granted an excused absence.
Approval of Minutes:

The April regular meeting minutes were presented. A motion was made by trustee Heide and supported by Trustee Miller to approve them. All were in favor. Motion was carried.  
Approval of Agenda:
A brief discussion of the agenda resulted in one addition and a motion from Trustee Heide, supported by Trustee Reese to approve the agenda.  All were in favor.  Motion was carried.
Public Comments:
Poirier introduced a resolution to address resident Greg Dupuis’ issue at 1101 Calumet Street. He tore the existing porch off his home to rebuild it and found that it may encroach on the street right-of-way by one foot. After a brief discussion the following resolution was considered:

RESOLUTION FOR 1105 CALUMET ST.

The Lake Linden Village Council does hereby authorize Gregory Dupuis, resident of the Village at 1101 Calumet St., to continue to occupy that portion of the Calumet Street right-of-way thought to have been encroached by the porch of the house located at 1101 Calumet St.. The approved encroachment consists of a strip of land approximately one foot in width along the westerly edge of Lots 5 and 6 of Block B of the Beesley and Vetter’s Extension of the Supervisors Addition to Torch Lake City, now the Village of Lake Linden.

Motion to approve was made by President Schuldt and supported by Trustee Miller to pass the resolution. All were in favor. Resolution was passed.

A resident complaint regarding damage to his fence over the winter was not addressed since the damage had been done by Houghton County.

Bills and Financial Statement:


Clerk Poirier introduced the monthly expenses. He pointed out the footnotes on the cover page.  
After a brief discussion a motion was made by President Schuldt and supported by Trustee Heide to approve the bills and financials. With the motion the following totals were approved for payment:  
General Fund

$42,159.81
  Water Fund

  
  $  4,770.06
Major Streets Fund

$  2,936.30
Local Streets Fund

$  6,313.92
  Municipal Streets    
  $         0.00
Sanitation Fund

$21,593.92
TOTAL


$  77,774.01
Poll vote: Yes: Schuldt, Heide, Miller, Schraufnagel, Reese.
      No: None.
Motion was carried.

Poirier included proposed amendments to the general fund budget that were tabled until the annual meeting in June.

Correspondence/Clerk’s Information:
Mark Harrick and Scott Reed from Waste management were on hand to let the Council know they were amending the prior proposal. Poirier said he had discussed numbers with Mr. Reed and they changed the quote from 12.50 per residence per month to $11.95. Council members said they would review the new offer.

Poirier said the LLHHS bond project improvements had begun and they had briefed he and Andrew about the proposed parking lot improvements. He said they were requesting that the Council allow the school, as part of the project, to blacktop the alley easement between the Front Street residences and the lot and within the easement to the playground as part of the paving. After a brief clarification and discussion a motion was made by Trustee Reese and supported by Trustee Miller to allow the paving with the stipulation that the school be responsible for all future maintenance. All were in favor. Motion was carried. 


Poirier said a resident had inquired about building a home on the westerly end of 13th Street but that the road itself had never been improved to allow passenger vehicle traffic for access to the lot. After a discussion it was decided that estimates for various levels of improvements would be calculated for future determination along with ideas for water and utility access.

Executive (Chair: President Schuldt):


Poirier said that the committee met with the union rep yesterday and as it was the initial meeting, a set of ground rules was presented and an initial proposal with some bullet points was also offered by the membership.  Poirier said two more meetings were scheduled prior to the next Council meeting so more info would be presented.

Infrastructure:    
Poirier said he had been approached informally about the availability of property along the Traprock River east of garden Street. The letter from Traverse Engineering In the packet addressed those issues for the Council.  

President Schuldt briefed the Council on the status of the lumberyard property on Front Street. The property had been foreclosed on for back taxes and was now owned by Houghton County. He said the County had offered it to the Village at no cost but he believed that was not a good idea because of the liability incurred in receiving the property. After a brief discussion it was decided to await the results of the owner auction in June and the County foreclosure sale in August to determine the next action. A motion was then made by Trustee Reese and supported by Trustee Schraufnagel to decline the offer to purchase the property from Houghton County. All were in favor. Motion was carried. 
Property & Equipment 
Poirier said that the DPW crew had identified some surplus property that would be better off sold than collecting rust. After a brief discussion it was decided to compile a list of the items for review at the next meeting.

Poirier said that although the Council had been discussing the possibility of bonding new equipment, he said he could not recommend entering into a 10 or 15 year obligation of between $20-25,000 in the general fund knowing that the looming specter of the EPA clean-up project threatened to slice 10% out of the general fund budget for several years. No further action was taken.
Public Safety & Policy: 

The police report was entered into the record. A motion was made by President Schuldt and supported by Trustee Miller to accept the report as submitted and supported by Trustee Heide to accept the report as submitted. All were in favor. Motion was carried.
Chief Rosemurgy informed the Council he was losing another part-time officer and that it was increasingly difficult to keep PT officers because the Village wage was lower than surrounding communities and that there were very few part time officers in the “pool”. After a discussion regarding staffing, a motion was made by Trustee Reese and supported by Trustee Schraufnagel to approve raising the part-time officer rate to $18.00/hr until the end of the fiscal year and pending approved budgets for the upcoming year. Poll Vote: Yes; Reese, Schraufnagel, Miller, Heide and Schuldt. No; None. Motion was carried.
The fire report was introduced to the Council. A motion was made by Trustee Reese and supported by President Schuldt to accept the report as submitted. All were in favor. Motion was carried.  Fire Chief Erik Miller said that 4th of July preparations were proceeding and things were going smoothly so far.
Downtown Development Authority:
President Schuldt said that after a walk-through at the park the DDA had a proposed location for the shelter. After receiving a less-than-enthusiastic response to the proposed location it was decided that there would be another location meeting to look at other options. 
Torch Lake Area Sewage Authority


No report.
Late Agenda Items:
None.

New Business:

None.
Old Business:

None.

Announcements:  

None.

Adjournment:

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Trustee Miller and supported by Trustee Reese.  All were in favor. Meeting was adjourned at 7:52pm.  There were 14 members of the public in attendance.
_____________________________
 
__________________________
Glenn Schuldt, Village President  


Robert  A. Poirier, Village Clerk 
