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Well, it looks as though we may have escaped a harsh winter and are heading into spring with a gradual but welcomed warm-up. Just enough time to go over a few things happening here in the Village.

First, I want to express my gratitude to everyone for the support I received after having some health concerns over the past few months. Everyone was very supportive and has been very patient with our office getting back up to speed. Michele Judnich, our new treasurer, was put in a very tough position so my thanks to her and to all those who were patient with her as well. Also, thanks to former treasurer Jill, who stuck around to help out Michele while I was out and went above and beyond. We still have reduced office hours but hope to get back to normal very shortly.

Spring Clean-up dates: This year the spring clean-up will be held on Monday, April 24th, Monday, May 8th, and Monday May 22nd. This clean-up is for leaves, brush and branches only. Piles should be raked out over the curb if possible and branches should be bundled and cut in lengths no longer than four feet. Burning leaves and brush is prohibited by ordinance and may also violate DNR-imposed bans! The dates have been posted on the Village website and notices will also be posted in the Gazette the week before the scheduled pick-ups.

Delinquent Water Bills:  Because I was out during the last delinquent/turn-off cycle for the water billing, several accounts had been deferred for turn-offs. This will not be the case on this billing cycle. If your account has a past-due balance after the due date on April 5th you will receive final disconnect notice and be scheduled for a turn-off until the balance is paid-in-full.
Water System Regulations and Protocol – Recent issues with municipal water systems in the State (particularly and most visibly the City of Flint) have resulted in a more stringent review of all water system protocols. In the next newsletter we will outline procedures for Village water services and procedures that will be strictly enforced and followed. These are processes related to turn-ons, turn-offs, meter access and replacement, residential water service upgrades, fees, and other issues.  These issues have long been addressed in our Ordinance for the Water System but will be clarified and published here so that everyone will be informed about them. In addition to the next newsletter they will be available on our website or via hard copy in the Village Office.
FIND IT HERE!: Once again, as spring nears it is time for the FIND IT HERE! community rummage sale. This year’s date will be Saturday, May 20th. As in the past, residents will be able to call or email me (vll@lakelinden.net) at the Village Clerk’s office, or follow the link under the Announcements section of our website at www.lakelinden.net, to have their name, address and brief description placed on a map of the Village showing the locations of the sales. The map will be available at the office before the date. On the day of the sale they will be available at the Quality Hardware, DeMars Market, or at Morty’s. Not having a sale? Come into town to FIND IT HERE!

Village Website – Our website has been dramatically improved over the past year and any information available in these pages is available there 24/7/365.  In fact, these pages are available there as well as past and current issues of the newsletter, meeting minutes, announcements, information on Village services, community events, paying water bills, Farmer’s Market and many, many other things can be found as well. I operate the site myself and so it has been lagging a bit the past several weeks but is back on course now.  www.lakelinden.net  is the site so while browsing next time check it out.

Winter Parking Ban:   The overnight parking ban is in effect until April 30th and so your vehicle is still subject to being ticketed for being out between the hours of 3am and 7am.

Farmer’s Market: The 2017 Farmer’s Market is currently being organized. The DDA has retained Sarah Batzel as the Market Manager and she will be contacting vendors and getting things rolling again for the season which will begin this year on Saturday, July 8th. You can contact Sarah for information on becoming a vendor or with any other questions at lakelindenmarket@gmail.com or via the form on the Farmer’s market page on the Village website.
Millage Question on the May 2nd Ballot – The Village will be asking for a renewal of the 1.75 mils for police and fire department operations on the ballot at the election on May 
2nd. This is a renewal and no increase in taxes is being sought. The original millage was approved in 2011 and expired with the Village taxes last summer.
4th of July Celebration – Just another reminder that the Independence Day celebration will be held as usual this year, with the fireworks and park activities on the evening of the 3rd of July and the parade and games again on the 4th. We are looking to add more vendors this year as well so please contact us at 906-296-9911 or via email at vll@lakelinden.net if you have interest in renting space either on the 3rd, the 4th, or both days. 
Village Campground – The Village campground will open for the season as usual on the Friday before Memorial Day (May 26th). Reservations can be made now for the entire summer (although the week of July 4th is full) and the sites are $25 and $15 as they were last year.
Dumpster Rentals – As always, the Village has dumpsters available to rent and spring is a particularly popular time to rent them. Dumpsters are two cubic yards (3’D x 6’W x 3’H) and are dropped off on Tuesdays. They can be kept for one week and will be picked up the following Tuesday. If you do not fill it within that week, the charge will still be assessed. It may be reserved for the 2nd week subject to availability for an additional charge.  The charge is $35 unless filled with building materials, then it is $50 (the transfer station charges us more for this). NO ROOFING SHINGLES! They are too heavy and damage the truck lift. No batteries, items with Freon (fridge, Air conditioner), tires, corrosive chemicals, etc.
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