Lake Linden Village Council
Regular Meeting

January 19th, 2017
The Lake Linden Village Council met on the above date at the Village Hall at 6:30pm. President Pro-Tem Allan Hoffman presided. The following Trustees responded to roll call: Reese, Aittama and Miller. Trustees Schraufnagel, Heide and President Schuldt were granted excused absence.
Approval of Minutes:

The December minutes were unavailable and would be approved at the February meeting.
Approval of Agenda:
A brief discussion of the agenda resulted in a motion from Trustee Aittama, supported by Trustee Reese, to approve the agenda.  All were in favor.  Motion was carried.
Public Comments:
No public comment.
Bills and Financial Statement:


Clerk Poirier introduced the monthly expenses. He pointed out the footnotes on the cover page.  
After a brief discussion a motion was made by Trustee Miller and supported by Trustee Aittama to approve the bills and financials. With the motion the following totals were approved for payment:  
General Fund

$45,710.64
  Water Fund

  
  $  8,671.56
Major Streets Fund

$23,310.87
Local Streets Fund

$11,378.23
  Municipal Streets    
  $     0
Sanitation Fund

$  2,641.29
TOTAL


$91,712.59
Poll vote: Yes: Miller, Aittama, Reese, and Hoffman.
      No: None.
Motion was carried.
Correspondence/Clerk’s Information:
No correspondence was introduced. 
Executive (Chair: President Schuldt):


Hoffman informed the Council of the recent application and interview process for the vacant police chief position. He said both candidates were very good but that one stood out as having superior qualifications and experience. Based on this and his interview, Hoffman said the committee’s recommendation was to hire Thomas Rosemurgy as the new police chief. After a brief discussion a motion was made by Trustee Aittama and supported by Trustee Reese to accept the committee’s recommendation and to hire Mr. Rosemurgy, stipulating to a 90-day probationary period and with salary to be determined after meeting with him. All were in favor. Motion was carried.
Clerk Poirier introduced materials related to the upcoming decision to pursue a renewal of the Emergency Services millage. He said the millage, which had expired with the 2016 levy, would have to be approved and the ballot language formalized before February 7th in order to get the question on the May ballot. The Council had discussed the matter several times and the consensus had been to pursue the renewal. There was a lengthy discussion related to the issue and process and the determination that a renewal would be sought.


A motion was then made by Trustee Aittama and supported by Pro-tem Hoffman to move ahead with the renewal question and to approve expenses for holding a special millage election to be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in May of 2017 (May 2nd) and to begin the preparations for that date as soon as necessary. After a short discussion, a Poll vote: Yes; Aittama, Hoffman, Reese and Miller. No; None. Absent: Schuldt, Heide, Schraufnagel. Motion was carried.

      A motion was then made by Trustee Aittama and supported by Trustee Miller to approve the sample ballot language as presented in the draft (and included in these minutes) and to authorize the Village Clerk to forward the language to the Township Clerk and to the County Clerk for final approval. After a short discussion, the question was called. All were in favor. Motion was carried. The ballot language was approved as follows:

VILLAGE OF LAKE LINDEN

EMERGENCY SERVICES MILLAGE RENEWAL PROPOSAL

(POLICE & FIRE)

Shall the Village of Lake Linden continue to levy a millage for Village Police and Fire Department operations of 1.75 mills ($1.75 per $1,000 of taxable value), subject to applicable Headlee millage rollbacks, for an additional five (5) years, beginning in 2017 and through 2021 inclusive, raising an estimated $22,005.96 in 2017?  This is a renewal of a previously authorized millage which expired with the 2016 tax levy.”

Infrastructure:    
No report.
Property & Equipment 
No report.
Public Safety & Policy: 

The final police report from former Chief Tonya Stefonich was entered into the record. A motion was made by Trustee
Poirier read a letter of resignation submitted by Fire Chief Ron Williamson. A motion was made by Pro-tem Hoffman and supported by Trustee Aittama to accept the resignation with regret. All were in favor. Motion was carried. Poirier said the department would elect a nominee and then bring the recommendation to the Council for approval
Downtown Development Authority:
Steve Pummill gave a brief update. 
Torch Lake Area Sewage Authority


No report.
Lake Linden Housing Commission


No report.
Late Agenda Items:
New Business:

None.
Old Business:
Announcements:  
Adjournment:

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Trustee Aittama and supported by Trustee Miller.  All were in favor. Meeting was adjourned at 7:19pm.  There were 3 members of the public in attendance.
_____________________________
 
__________________________
Allan Hoffman, Village President  
Pro-Tem
Robert  A. Poirier, Village Clerk 
