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As everyone is well aware winter has started with a vengeance. Our near-record December snowfall is getting a bit overwhelming and we are hoping that January will return us to at least a normal snowfall pace.  The snowfall is our main topic this quarter as you can well imagine.

Snow plowing and clean-up:  When snow comes every day and in large amounts the piles of it tend to get higher and the places to plow it get smaller. That said, there is an ordinance governing what residents can do with the snow. ORDINANCE SERIES 4000,  CHAPTER 4010 reads as follows:
PLACING OF SNOW, ICE OR OTHER MATERIAL IN THE STREETS

1.  No person, firm, corporation or occupant of premises in the Village    of Lake Linden shall take or remove, or cause to be taken or removed, any snow, ice or other material from any property owned, controlled or occupied by him and pile or dump same within the lines of any street of the Village of Lake Linden, except as herein provided.

2.  Any such person, firm, corporation or occupant of premises in the Village of Lake Linden may take and remove snow and ice from a driveway on such property and pile same in a public street. It may only be piled along, parallel with, or as a part of the bank of snow formed by the Village of Lake Linden in its snow plowing operations. Such snow or ice shall be piled on the bank immediately in front of and adjacent to the property so owned or occupied and in no event shall the snow or ice so placed extend more than two (21t) feet six (6”) inches further into the roadway than the existing bank.

3.  No person, firm, corporation or occupant of premises in the Village of Lake Linden shall take or remove, or cause to be removed, any ice, snow, or other material from any public walk or from the premises owned or under the control of any person, firm, corporation or occupant, or from the banks of snow formed by the Village in its plowing operations and pile or dump same within the street right-of-way in such a manner as to reduce the      width between the banks of snow formed by the Village of Lake Linden in its plowing operations by more than two (2’) feet six (6”) inches, without first arranging at his expense for the removal of such excess snow or ice from the street right—of—way.
4.  Snow, ice or other material moved, piled or dumped in violation of this Ordinance may be moved by the Village and the expense of such removal charged to the party found in violation of the Ordinance. 

5.  In the event that any citizen of this Village shall suffer any undue hardship as a result of the provisions of this ordinance, exception thereto may be obtained with the prior approval of the Street Commissioner.

We understand that with snow every day these “rules” must also be governed with a bit of common sense. We will not be coming with the tape measure to check if you bank is 2 ½ feet from the existing bank. And we can generally tell when people are making an effort to get the snow off the street as much as possible. But there are obvious locations in the Village where there is no consideration given to neighbors, motorists or people trying to pass on Village Streets. In cases where people are plowing snow carelessly across the street, or blowing it blatantly into the street, or leaving piles of snow from a plow so that it is blocking the street, we will move it when time allows and we will charge for labor and equipment to do so. Also, if snow is piled in the snow dumps from lots, driveways or paths, where the Village must push it up and back to allow for the rest of the winter’s snow, you will be charged for labor and equipment as well.
Lastly, as it relates to snow removal and winter maintenance, the vast majority of our residents have been patient and supportive of the crew and its operations. For those few who are put out, we will get to your issues as time, finances, and weather permit. As always, calls and complaints can be made to the office and we will do what we can. 
Police Chief Change:  As you may have heard Tonya Stefonich has submitted her resignation as Village Police Chief to take a position with the Keweenaw County Sheriff’s Department. She has been here for a little over 6 years. The job was posted and applications have been received and are being screened. We wish 
Campground Expansion:  Our campground expansion project has officially been completed. The seven new sites are done and will be rented starting at the beginning of the 2016 camping season (they will be available for reserving on January 4th). The shower/restroom expansion had also been completed allowing us to have the new sites permitted by the DEQ for use. However, because of the expansion, overflow sites will not be offered for Independence Day weekend.  Once the 27 full-hookup sites and rustic sites have been reserved no more space will be available.
Dogs in the Park: We have had several complaints about pet-owners allowing their dogs to run free in the park and along the nature trail. This area is in the Village Park and so your pet needs to be on a leash. There is no place on the sands in the summer or winter where dogs can run free. Anyone who has witnessed dogs running free can sign a complaint to the Village Police Department and the owners will be ticketed under Ordinance Series 9000, Chapter 9011,  Section 1 for up to a $100 fine. Further, you must clean up after your pet even in the area along the nature trail in the park. This, too, is subject to a fine under Chapter 9011.  Some residents feel threatened by large dogs or get concerned when their smaller dogs are on a leash but others are not. Please make everyone welcome there and leash your pets to avoid possible punishments and to just be considerate of fellow pet owners. The DDA and Village Council are looking into options for a dog run in the park for this coming year to help with this issue so again, please leash your pets while out in the Village Park.
Winter Parking:  The winter parking ban is in effect now. Although early warnings have been given, tickets are now being issued to those vehicles left out between the hours of 3am and 7am. Plowing is severely hampered when vehicles are left out and often residents are inconvenienced by this practice. The ordinance does stipulate that the vehicle can be towed at the owners’ expense. This is not limited to repeat offenders and is solely at the Village’s discretion so please make every effort to get your vehicles off the streets. Also, questions or concerns with tickets issued cannot be remedied by the clerk’s office. The police department cites vehicles under this ordinance and so they can be contacted at 296-2600.
Ice Rink:  One day soon we will have a rink for skating. The recent warm weather has put a damper on it temporarily. As weather permits the ice rink at the park pavilion will be open. Volunteers to help with opening and monitoring the rink are welcome. If you would like to volunteer please contact the Village office at your convenience. After we get volunteers lined up we can come up with a schedule for open skating. The more volunteers we have the more nights the rink can be open. We will announce at school and on the radio when the rink opens and the schedule is determined.       

Please Note the Lake Linden Village Police Department has a new phone number –You may now reach the police department at 296-2600.  If you would like to email you may do so at  chief@lakelindenpd.com.  

From the Village Council and staff of the Village of Lake Linden,

Have a very Happy New Year!
 ___________________________    


 Robert A. Poirier, Village Clerk
