Lake Linden Village Council
Regular Meeting

December 15th, 2016
The Lake Linden Village Council met on the above date at the Village Hall at 6:30pm. President Schuldt presided. The following Trustees responded to roll call: Reese, Schraufnagel, Hoffman, Heide, and Miller. Trustee Aittama was granted excused absence.
Approval of Minutes:

After review, a motion was made by Trustee Heide and supported by Trustee Miller to approve the November regular meeting minutes. All were in favor. Motion was carried. 
Approval of Agenda:
A brief discussion of the agenda resulted in one addition and a motion from Trustee Heide, supported by Trustee Hoffman, to approve the agenda.  All were in favor.  Motion was carried.
Public Comments:
A resident from Maple Street filed a complaint with the Council regarding a refrigerator left out in front of the neighboring house. The Council directed to send a letter of notice and if nothing done to cite under the junk ordinance.
Bills and Financial Statement:


Clerk Poirier introduced the monthly expenses. He pointed out the footnotes on the cover page, including large expenses for the annual audit, DDA TIF payments, DPW roof repair and MERS premiums. 
After a brief discussion a motion was made by Trustee Hoffman and supported by President Schuldt to approve the bills and financials. With the motion the following totals were approved for payment:  
General Fund

$42,650.95
  Water Fund

  
  $  6,466.18
Major Streets Fund

$   6,697.00
Local Streets Fund

$   8,157.23
  Municipal Streets    
  $     775.00
Sanitation Fund

$  5,074.87
TOTAL


$70,091.23
Poll vote: Yes: Hoffman, Schuldt, Miller, Schraufnagel, Reese, and Heide.
      No: None.
Motion was carried.
Correspondence/Clerk’s Information:
Poirier introduced a request for financial consideration from the Upper Peninsula Substance Enforcement Team (UPSET). After deliberation the Council tabled action stating that support this year was given to the new UPSET-West organization.

Clerk Poirier introduced a resolution from MDOT regarding the Village contracting for services on the trunkline. He said it would be an attachment to the maintenance contract already in place. Poirier said the Village had never contracted for work on the trunkline and could not think of a circumstance when it would. The resolution was presented and a motion was made by President Schuldt and supported by Trustee Reese to adopt the resolution as proposed. All were in favor. Resolution was passed. The resolution is on file and can be seen or requested at the Village Clerk’s office.
Poirier introduced the formal letter of resignation from former LLV Housing Commission President Jason Reese. He was elected in November to the Council and could not serve in both positions. The group was reminded of the vacancy there and also a vacant seat remained on the DDA Board.

Executive (Chair: President Schuldt):


No report.

Infrastructure:    
There was no report but Poirier informed the Council of an issue with the storm drain above the corner of Carlos and 13th Street. He said the crew initially thought the inlet structure was plugged but the line was plugged and backing up there. He said the crew, with help from Always Available Sewer Service and the North Houghton County Sewage Authority vactor truck, was able to unplug the line.

Property & Equipment 
Poirier said that  the 621 Loader used to run the snow blower had died and been towed back to the shop. He said mechanics from Miller-Bradford had diagnosed a problem that would require about a $3,500 - $5,000 repair. Poirier said the loader would be repaired but did not know when.
Poirier said that as costs for the repair were being determined Andrew Goldsworthy had called to inquire with vendors about equipment rental. He said Midway in Negaunee had a Doosan loader they would rent for $30 per machine hour for one month. After a discussion a motion was made by trustee Heide and supported by Trustee Miller to rent the Doosan loader from Midway for a minimum of a month and longer depending on need and to authorize the Clerk to sign paperwork required for the rental. Poll vote: Heide, Miller, Hoffman, Schraufnagel, Reese and Schuldt. No; None. Motion was carried.

Poirier said that equipment financing and purchasing were still a major concern and would get information regarding the bonding process that had been mentioned when the Case loader was purchased in the spring.

Public Safety & Policy: 

The police report for November was entered into the record for discussion. A motion was made by Trustee Hoffman and supported by Trustee Reese to approve the report as submitted. All were in favor. Motion was carried.
Poirier read a letter of resignation submitted by Police Chief Tonya Stefonich. A motion was made by President Schuldt and supported by Trustee Hoffman to accept the resignation with regret. All were in favor. Motion was carried. Poirier said he would prepare an ad for the position for placement in the Gazette and for MichiganWorks! website. He would contact the Executive committee to review applications when he had compiled them.

The fire report for October was entered into the record for discussion. A motion was made by President Schuldt and supported by Trustee Hoffman to approve the report as submitted. All were in favor. Motion was carried.

1st Assistant Erik Miller from the fire department was on hand to announce that the application to the DNR for wildland gear had been approved. The application total was $6.536 and 50% of that was match. Miller said the department would share the match with the Village as previously proposed, for a cost of $1,634 each. A motion was made to accept those arrangements by Trustee Hoffman and supported by Trustee Heide. Poll vote: Yes; Hoffman, Heide, Schraufnagel, Miller, Reese and Schuldt. No; None. Motion was carried.
Downtown Development Authority:
Steve Pummill gave a brief update. He said the DDA had adopted an amendment to its Tax Increment Financing plan to exclude special assessments for targeted areas. The Village had two such millages and the DDA believed those monies should go to those funds. Pummill said they would look at tables for the upper park for next spring.

Torch Lake Area Sewage Authority


No report.
Lake Linden Housing Commission


No report.
Late Agenda Items:
New Business:

None.
Old Business:

Poirier said the Christmas Cinema on Monday went extremely well and thought there would be more in the future.
Announcements:  
Adjournment:

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Trustee Hoffman and supported by Trustee Heide.  All were in favor. Meeting was adjourned at 7:39pm.  There were 6 members of the public in attendance.
_____________________________
 
__________________________
Glenn Schuldt, Village President  


Robert  A. Poirier, Village Clerk 
