Lake Linden Village Council
Regular Meeting

August 18th, 2016
The Lake Linden Village Council met on the above date at the Village Hall at 6:30pm. President Schuldt presided. The following Trustees responded to roll call:, Tobias, Hoffman, Heide, Schraufnagel, Aittama and Miller. 
Approval of Minutes:

After review, a motion was made by Trustee Hoffman and supported by Trustee Heide to approve the July regular meeting minutes as presented. All were in favor. Motion was carried. 
Approval of Agenda:
A brief discussion of the agenda resulted in one addition and a motion from Trustee Heide, supported by Trustee Tobias, to approve the agenda.  All were in favor.  Motion was carried.
Public Comments:
None.
Bills and Financial Statement:


Clerk Poirier introduced the monthly expenses. He pointed out that the postponed July meeting made a short expense month for this meeting and the totals were comparatively small.  He also mentioned that the annual Water bond principal payment wasdue on October 1st in the amount of $58,750 and would be made prior to the next regular meeting.
After a brief discussion a motion was made by Trustee Tobias and supported by Trustee Aittama to approve the bills and financials. With the motion the following totals were approved for payment:  
General Fund

$10,964.53
  Water Fund

  
  $  6,159.69
Major Streets Fund

$  3,132.00
Local Streets Fund

$  1,139.72
  Municipal Streets    
  $         0.00
Sanitation Fund

$  3,804.40
TOTAL


$25,200.34
Poll vote: Yes: Tobias, Aittama, Miller, Hoffman, Schraufnagel, Heide, and Schuldt.
      No: None.
Motion was carried.
Correspondence/Clerk’s Information:
Poirier informed the Council that the application to the Risk Reduction Grant Program for a video surveillance system had been awarded in the amount of $2,500. He said this was half of the grant application so he would get with Chief Stefonich and Del Rajala, the technician that gave input into the hardware budget to amend the system to fit within the award. 
Executive (Chair: Trustee Fisher):

Clerk Poirier introduced the quote from the Hannula Agency for the annual package insurance covering all the Village’s property and liability.  The quote was for $18,255, about $2,400 less than 2015.  Poirier said aside from the overall premium two additional issues needed to be addressed. First, a new non-monetary coverage for legal fees and other indirect costs related primarily to ordinance and regulation enforcement was available. Secondly, Mark Hannula suggested that the $280,000 coverage on the hall itself was inadequate and recommended up to 1,000,000.  After a discussion a motion was made by trustee Hoffman and supported by Trustee Aittama to accept and approve the annual package premium, not include the non-monetary rider, and include the extra premium to raise coverage on the Village Hall to $750,000. Poll vote; Yes; Hoffman, Aittama, Miller, Schraufnagel, Heide, Tobias and Schuldt. No; None. Motion was carried.
A letter was presented from Morty’s Gas Station requesting the Council consider a settlement payment on his snow removal bill. He was billed a total of $2,520 over two seasons and paid a total of $540.00, leaving a balance of $1,980.00.  Owner Jim Plowe’s request asked the Council to consider accepting $1,000 as payment-in-full, as he was having some financial hardship. After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Trustee Aittama and supported by Trustee Miller to accept the $1,000 as payment-in-full this one time. Aittama, Miller, Heide, Hoffman, Tobias and Schuldt were in favor with Trustee Schraufnagel abstaining. Motion was carried.
Infrastructure:    
Poirier introduced a proposal from Burcar Construction for addressing issues on the 800 block of Front Street and the storm sewer on the corner of 12th and Front.  Poirier went over the discussions with Dick Supina and Andrew Goldsworthy, who both recommended accepting the quote. He said other contractors were solicited by Dick Supina but this late in the year none of them were able to get the work done and thus declined to bid. After a lengthy discussion regarding details and scope of work involved, a motion was made by trustee Aittama and supported by Trustee Hoffman to accept the terms of the proposal from Burcar. Poll vote: Yes: Aittama, Hoffman, Miller, Heide, Schraufnagel, Tobias and Schuldt. No; None. Motion was carried. Trustee Aittama pointed out that the infrastructure committee should have been involved in the discussions on this which was covered in the later discussion regarding committee meetings
Poirier introduced a spreadsheet outlining the impact of rate increases for water billing.  He said he would get more detailed information to the committee as soon as possible. He said the procedure would be to schedule and post notice for a public hearing when the possible rates could be discussed and public comment heard.  The committee would present recommendations and the Council will vote. After posting the new rates it would be enacted for the November billing.  The Council agreed to schedule the hearing just prior to the September regular meeting on September 15th.  
Property & Equipment 
Poirier read a letter from a resident making an offer on a lot in the Sibilsky Acres II plat. He went over the procedure for selling lots which included a public notice and sealed bid process.  Details of the utilities and process were discussed and a motion was then made by President Schuldt and supported by Trustee Miller to accept bids for the purchase of Lot #10 in the Sibilsky Acres II plat at the minimum bid of .38/sq, ft.  For this parcel that is $4,807. Also, the installation of utilities would be addressed separately in the future and not be a condition of this sale. All were in favor. Motion was carried.
Poirier said the Village of Laurium’s backup garbage truck was rented to pick up trash on Tuesday. He had Andrew Goldsworthy go over repairs necessary for the truck. He also said the crew told him it would be very nice to have Laurium’s truck as a backup and that they suggested making an offer. After a brief discussion a motion was made by Trustee Aittama and supported by Trustee Heide to offer Laurium $1,500 for the truck. Poll vote: Yes; Aittama, Heide, Hoffman, Miller, Tobias, Schraufnagel and Schuldt. No; None. Motion was carried.
Public Safety & Policy: 

The police report for July was entered into the record for discussion. A motion was made by Trustee Aittama and supported by Trustee Heide to approve the report as submitted. All were in favor. Motion was carried.
The fire report for July was entered into the record for discussion. A motion was made by Trustee Hoffman and supported by Trustee Tobias to approve the report as submitted. All were in favor. Motion was carried.
Erik Miller informed the Council that  the fire dept. would be undergoing an insurance review for the first time in more than 20 years and that the rate rating would hopefully be modified to help with insurance costs.
Downtown Development Authority:
There was no report.
Torch Lake Area Sewage Authority


No report.
Lake Linden Housing Commission


No report.
Late Agenda Items:

No report.
New Business:

Trustee Tobias discussed the idea of having an informal “Work session” posted before each meeting so that committees and trustees could discuss topics with each other or the public prior to the meeting. Everyone liked the idea and would give it a try in September.
Old Business:

Angle parking along 3rd Street was discussed briefly but no action was taken.
Announcements:  
Adjournment:

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Trustee Aittama and supported by Trustee Miller.  All were in favor. Meeting was adjourned at 7:46pm.  There were 3 members of the public in attendance.
_____________________________
 
__________________________
Glenn Schuldt, Village President  


Robert  A. Poirier, Village Clerk 
