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Regardless of what it looks like outside, winter has officially begun and things are moving forward at the Village. We still do look forward to a long winter yet so local businesses can recover from a sluggish start to the season so we will hope for the best. And as usual in the heart of winter the thing foremost on the minds of many residents is…the campground and the 4th of July. So here is the news and all the details you need (or want) to know.
Campground Reservations:  It is once again time for the 4th of July 2016 campground reservation rush. There will be no change from the way it was done last year as it seems to be the most agreed-upon format.  The Village office will open the doors at 8am on Monday, January 4th and take in-person reservations until all those in attendance have a site or all the sites have been reserved. Pre-payment is required and there is a three-day minimum payment. A weekly rate ($138, or one free night after 6 paid nights) for 2016 has been approved by the Council but is not available for the week of the 4th of July. Once the sites are all reserved, people will be placed on a waiting list and this list will be used to fill sites vacated through cancellations or for non-payment. WE RECOMMEND GETTING YOUR NAME ON THE WAITING LIST as we typically get a few cancellations by July. One site per person can be reserved and you cannot sub-let your site to anyone else after it has been reserved. IF YOU SUB-LET YOU WILL LOSE YOUR RESERVATION. Details about the process for reserving sites can be found on our web site (www.lakelinden.net) and following the link under announcements or by stopping in the Village office any time. IMPORTANT NOTE: The 4th of July falls on a Monday in 2016 so activities will be on the same schedule as in other years. Fireworks and park festivities are on Sunday evening the 3rd and the parade and other games are on Monday the 4th.

Campground Expansion:  Our campground expansion project has officially been completed. The seven new sites are done and will be rented starting at the beginning of the 2016 camping season (they will be available for reserving on January 4th). The shower/restroom expansion had also been completed allowing us to have the new sites permitted by the DEQ for use. However, because of the expansion, overflow sites will not be offered for Independence Day weekend.  Once the 27 full-hookup sites and rustic sites have been reserved no more space will be available.
Dogs in the Park: We have had several complaints about pet-owners allowing their dogs to run free in the park and along the nature trail. This area is in the Village Park and so your pet needs to be on a leash. There is no place on the sands in the summer or winter where dogs can run free. Anyone who has witnessed dogs running free can sign a complaint to the Village Police Department and the owners will be ticketed under Ordinance Series 9000, Chapter 9011,  Section 1 for up to a $100 fine. Further, you must clean up after your pet even in the area along the nature trail in the park. This, too, is subject to a fine under Chapter 9011.  Some residents feel threatened by large dogs or get concerned when their smaller dogs are on a leash but others are not. Please make everyone welcome there and leash your pets to avoid possible punishments and to just be considerate of fellow pet owners. The DDA and Village Council are looking into options for a dog run in the park for this coming year to help with this issue so again, please leash your pets while out in the Village Park.
Winter Parking:  The winter parking ban is in effect now. Although early warnings have been given, tickets are now being issued to those vehicles left out between the hours of 3am and 7am. Plowing is severely hampered when vehicles are left out and often residents are inconvenienced by this practice. Also, the ordinance does stipulate that the vehicle can be towed at the owners’ expense. This is not limited to repeat offenders and is solely at the Village’s discretion so please make every effort to get your vehicles off the streets.

Snow Removal Restrictions: Another issue involving the winter weather is the plowing and removal of snow. Although the winter has only just begun we are already encountering problems with residents pushing or blowing snow into the street. We all understand if some snow gets onto the street while blowing snow. But the practice of blatantly blowing snow into the street is punishable by a fine. Ordinance series 4000, Chapter 4010, the text of which is available on the Village website, outlines the restrictions for snow plowing. Section 2 of this ordinance states that snow must be piled “adjacent to the property so owned”. This means it cannot be plowed across the street or onto someone else’s property or blown into the street. The penalty for these offenses is outlined in Section 4 - that the Village will come and remove the snow and charge current rates for equipment and labor. Please be respectful of neighbors as they have just as much snow to push as you do (and plowing your entire yard is not an excuse).  It has also come to our attention that some believe their yards to be a bit wider than they really are. Village crews are required to maintain “the free access to public roadways” within the Village and so placing obstacles or barriers beyond the property lines and into the right-of-way will not be permitted. If you are not sure where the right-of-ways exist a guideline is that utility poles are not placed on private property.
Ice Rink:  One day this year we will have a rink for skating but not for some time. As weather permits the ice rink at the park pavilion will be open. Volunteers to help with opening and monitoring the rink are welcome. If you would like to volunteer please contact the Village office at your convenience. After we get volunteers lined up we can come up with a schedule for open skating. The more volunteers we have the more nights the rink can be open. We will announce at school and on the radio when the rink opens and the schedule is determined.       

Please Note the Lake Linden Village Police Department has a new phone number –You may now reach the police department at 296-2600.  If you would like to email you may do so at  chief@lakelindenpd.com.  

From the Village Council and staff of the Village of Lake Linden,

Have a very Happy New Year!
 ___________________________    


 Robert A. Poirier, Village Clerk
