Lake Linden Village Council
Regular Meeting

September 17th, 2015
 The Lake Linden Village Council met on the above date at the Village Hall at 6:30pm. President Schuldt presided. The following Trustees responded to roll call:, Heide, Tobias and Hoffman. Trustee Aittama was absent.
Approval of Minutes:

After review, a motion was made by Trustee Hoffman and supported by Trustee Heide to approve the August regular meeting minutes. All were in favor. Motion was carried. 
Approval of Agenda:
A brief discussion of the agenda resulted in a motion from Trustee Heide, supported by Trustee Tobias, to approve the agenda.  All were in favor.  Motion was carried.
Public Comments:
Sam Buschell related to the Council his concern regarding the new Village and Township assessor. He said many of the issues with the last assessor were not addressed by the current one. He requested a letter be sent by the Council to the townships to inquire as to what their intentions are regarding the ongoing issues.
Bills and Financial Statement:


Clerk Poirier introduced the monthly expenses. He pointed the footnotes and a couple of larger expenditures from the last meeting.

He went over the fund sheets and after a brief discussion a motion was made by Trustee Hoffman and supported by Trustee Heide to approve the bills and financials. With the motion the following totals were approved for payment:  
General Fund

$53,441.82
  Water Fund


  $56,682.52
Major Streets Fund

$   2,993.09
Local Streets Fund

$   2,937.54
  Municipal Streets    
  $         0.00
Sanitation Fund

$  6,908.75
TOTAL


$122,963.72
Poll vote: Yes: Hoffman, Heide, Tobias and Schuldt.
      No: None.
Motion was carried.
Correspondence/Clerk’s Information:
Poirier introduced an ad solicitation from lake Superior Magazine for the 2016 Lake Superior Travel Guide. He said this was the annual issue they had been advertising in for the last several years and it was included as part of the advertising budget this year as well.  The Council agreed to  follow the recommendation and continue the annual expense already budgeted.

Poirier introduced a grant opportunity from the MI Agency for Energy to retrofit LED lights into streetlights along Calumet Street. He said he doubted whether the Village and/or DDA could afford the required $15,000 match the grant required but thought he could leverage the program to allow UPPCo to present the Village an unmetered rate which until now they had not been able to give. 
Executive (Chair: Trustee Fisher):

Schuldt informed the Council that the Executive committee had conducted four interviews to find a person to fill the soon-to-be-vacant DPW position. He said none of the four stood head and shoulders above the rest but that all four were solid applicants who were all capable of handling the position. He stated that the recommendation from the committee and the clerk was that the position should be offered to Robert Audette, who had been the seasonal worker for the past two years. After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Trustee Heide and supported by Trustee Tobias to accept the recommendation of the committee and hire Robert Audette for the full-time DPW position, subject to the 90-day probationary period and with the stipulation that he acquire at least a Class B CDL prior to the expiration of the probation. Poll Vote: Yes; Heide, Tobias, Hoffman and Schuldt. No; None. Motion was carried.
Poirier introduced costs for the seasonal DPW worker and a brief discussion resulted in the Council authorizing the clerk and DPW foreman to choose a qualified candidate under the budgeted total for the position.
Infrastructure:    
No report.
Property & Equipment 

Poirier said that one bid had been submitted for the Chevy van offered for sale at the last meeting. The bid, for $4,000.10 from Koski Signs, was above the stated minimum of $3,500 and recommended it be accepted. A motion was made by President Schuldt and supported by Trustee Hoffman to accept the bid from Koski Sign and sell the van. All were in favor. Motion was carried.

There was a lengthy discussion involving needed repairs to the 1995 Case loader and other equipment, and the methods available to finance any new equipment purchases. Poirier said he would talk to the auditor and Rural Development as two sources he knew to locate funding for these purchases. The issue of bonding was also discussed.
Public Safety & Policy: 
The police report was entered into the record for discussion. A motion was made by Trustee Hoffman and supported by Trustee Heide to approve the report as submitted. All were in favor. Motion was carried.
No fire report was submitted.
Downtown Development Authority:
There was no report from the DDA.
Torch Lake Area Sewage Authority


Andrew Goldsworthy asked Trustee Hoffman if he could approach the Sewage Authority board to discuss the idea of cost-sharing new meters with the Village. He said he would broach the subject with them at the next meeting.
Lake Linden Housing Commission


No report.
Youth Council (Chair: Hoffman)

No report.
Late Agenda Items:

None.
New Business:

None.
Old Business:

None.
Announcements:  

None..
Adjournment:

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Trustee Hoffman and supported by Trustee Heide.  All were in favor. Meeting was adjourned at 7:38pm.  There were 2 members of the public in attendance.
_____________________________
 
__________________________
Glenn Schuldt, Village President  


Robert  A. Poirier, Village Clerk 
