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After an early and ferocious start to the winter season, the weather seems to have settled into a fairly normal pattern. The early snows were very concerning as the combination of rising equipment maintenance costs and plowing snow daily well into April last year really taxed our Street Fund budgets. We will have to keep rooting for La Nina or whatever else leads to a relatively mild winter this year.
Campground Reservations:  It is once again time for the 4th of July 2015 campground reservation rush. There will be no change from the way it was done last year as it seems to be the most agreed-upon format.  The Village office will open the doors at 8am on Friday, January 2nd and take in-person reservations until all those in attendance have a site or all the sites have been reserved. Pre-payment is required and there is a three-day minimum payment. A weekly rate ($138, or one free night after 6 paid nights) for 2015 has been approved by the Council but is not available for the week of the 4th of July anyway. Once the sites are full, people will be placed on a waiting list and this list will be used to fill sites vacated through cancellations or non-payment. We generally contact most of the names on the waiting list by the end of June so make sure to get your name on it. One site per person can be reserved and you cannot sub-let your site to anyone else after it has been reserved. You can contact the Village Clerk’s office for details about the process but no reservations will be taken for that week prior to January 2nd. 

Campground Expansion:  One major change in the campground for this year is that we will have 7 new sites with water and electric hook-ups available for reservations. These sites, located on the end of the existing loop, will be ready for this July 4th week and will be reserved beginning on January 2nd. This expansion will eliminate the “overflow sites” for this and future years so do not request them. Since the sites have water and electricity they will be the same price as the existing sites - $23 per night. In conjunction with the site expansion, construction on an addition to the existing shower/restroom building will be starting in the spring as well. This is required to get the new sites permitted by the DEQ. This work, too, is hoped to be completed by the July 4th weekend.
USDA Police Vehicle Grant: The Village was successful in our application to the USDA Rural Development for a grant to purchase a new police vehicle. This vehicle, a 2016 Ford Interceptor, has been ordered and will be here in early spring. The grant was approved for $17,000 and will be combined with the proceeds from the sale of the current vehicle to pay for the new one. We want to thank Rural Development for the grant funds. This opportunity to upgrade our equipment is extremely rare, as there are not many funding options for heavy or emergency equipment. These are big-ticket items that are prohibitively expensive to upgrade and these funds will be put to very good use.
Winter Parking:  The early onset of heavy snows has brought to light the importance of the overnight parking ban. Although early warnings have been given, tickets are now being issued to those vehicles left out between the hours of 3am and 7am. Plowing is severely hampered when these vehicles are left out and often residents are inconvenienced by this practice. Also, the ordinance does stipulate that the vehicle can be towed at the owners’ expense. This is not limited to repeat offenders and is solely at the Village’s discretion so please make every effort to get your vehicles off the streets.

Snow Removal Restrictions: Another issue involving the winter weather is the plowing and removal of snow. As everyone knows we have had a lot of snow and it has become an issue earlier than normal this year. Ordinance series 4000, Chapter 4010, the text of which is available on the Village website, outlines the restrictions for snow plowing. Section 2 of this ordinance states that snow must be piled “adjacent to the property so owned”. This means it cannot be plowed across the street or onto someone else’s property. The penalty for these offenses is outlined in Section 4 - that the Village will come and remove the snow and charge current rates for equipment and labor. Please be respectful of neighbors as they have just as much snow to push as you do (and plowing your entire yard is not an excuse).  

Ice Rink:  As weather permits the ice rink at the park pavilion will be opening soon.  Volunteers to help with opening and monitoring the rink are welcome. If you would like to volunteer please contact the Village office at your convenience. The more volunteers we have the more nights the rink can be open.       
           Frozen Water Lines: Another unforeseen budgetary burden arose last year when the extremely cold weather caused several water lines to freeze. The Village Council has developed a policy for thawing lines.
· A liability waiver must be signed by the property owner or an authorized representative prior to any work being performed.  This includes any residence where connections are made for the purpose of thawing the lines.

· Typically, ground wires will have to be disconnected and/or meters disconnected to prevent damage from electrical current.  Full access to the residence must be granted to perform this step. Procedural precautions and actions shall be determined by the DPW department.

· Once the line has been thawed a determination shall be made by the Village DPW crew as to where the line was frozen. If the service line to the residence is frozen inside the property line a charge can be levied by the Village. If the line is frozen in the street or outside the property line the Village will incur the cost.

· Thawing of water lines is done by the DPW crew as time permits.  Late night and weekend callouts will not be done solely for the purpose of thawing lines.


Once the line is thawed, the residence will be placed on the Village of Lake Linden approved let-run list. The resident will then be required to run the water for the remainder of the winter until contacted by the Village to turn it off.
From the Council and staff of the Village of Lake Linden,

Have a very Happy New Year!
 ___________________________    


 Robert A. Poirier, Village Clerk
