Lake Linden Village Council
Public Hearing
USDA Rural Development Grant

August 21st, 2014

President Pro-tem Jim Frendewey called the hearing to order at 6:30pm. Clerk Poirier presented a brief summary of the information previously presented to the Council regarding the USDA Community Facilities Grant program.  He said USDA had contacted the Village that $17,000 in grant money would be available for a police vehicle through the program.

Poirier said that Chief Stefonich priced the cost of a new vehicle through the MiDeal purchase program and the cost was about $32,000. The difference of $15,000 could largely be made up through the sale of the current vehicle leaving a small amount to make the purchase. Poirier pointed out that a final cost and decision on purchasing a new vehicle would be determined later in the process.
After a brief Council discussion Frendewey opened the floor for public comment.  One resident said he thought it was a good opportunity and expressed support.
Poirier said that any resolution to proceed with the application process would be formally introduced in the regular meeting to follow.
Frendewey adjourned the hearing at 6:35pm.

Lake Linden Village Council
Regular Meeting

August 21st, 2014

 The Lake Linden Village Council met on the above date at the Village Hall at 6:3pm. President Pro-tem Frendewey presided. The following Trustees responded to roll call: Schuldt, Tobias, Heide, Hoffman and Aittama
A moment of silence was observed to remember President Edward Fisher, who had recently passed away.

Approval of Minutes:

A motion was made by Trustee Schuldt and supported by Trustee Tobias to approve the July regular meeting. All were in favor. Motion was carried. 
Approval of Agenda:
A brief discussion of the agenda resulted two additions and a motion from Trustee Heide, supported by Trustee Tobias, to approve the agenda.  All were in favor.  Motion was carried.
Public Comments:
None.
Bills and Financial Statement:


Clerk Poirier introduced the monthly expenses. He said that President Fisher had typically presented a spreadsheet to compare revenue and expenses between all Village funds but that he did not have that report to give today. Poirier said a bill for loader repair was on this statement for $12,500 and the first of two installments of a grant match to the LLVFD for $1,500 was in the notes as well. The annual installment of the G. O. Water Bond was also due in the amount of $45,312.50, which had been transferred into the bond account for payment.
After a brief discussion a motion was made by Trustee Tobias and supported by Trustee Aittama to approve the bills and financials. With the motion the following totals were approved for payment:  
General Fund

$49,842.43
  Water Fund


  $  9,136.18
Major Streets Fund

$   5,712.63
Local Streets Fund

$  3,938.46
  Municipal Streets    
  $              0
Sanitation Fund

$ 7,864.02
TOTAL


$74,493.72
Poll vote: Yes: Tobias, Hoffman, Schuldt, Heide, Aittama and Frendewey.
      No: None.
Motion was carried.
Correspondence/Clerk’s Information:
Poirier read a letter from Traverse Engineering informing the Council that long-time owner Dick Supina had sold the business to his long-time employee John Paul Pietala, but that operations would continue As normal to all clients and associates.
Poirier read a letter from Range bank stating that the bank would no longer monitor or enforce a two-signature requirement on checks. Poirier pointed out that the Village policy still required two signatures and that would not change.

Committee Reports:
Executive (Chair: Trustee Fisher):

Poirier said he had spoken to the Municipal League about the topic of presidential succession for the Village. He was told that current Pro-tem Frendewey could either act in the president’s stead until the November election or the Council could appoint someone to serve until November 4th. Frendewey stated he was not running for a new term anyway and would serve in either capacity. After a brief discussion a motion was made by Trustee Aittama and supported by Trustee Tobias to appoint James Frendewey to the office of President for the balance of the current term, pending his formal resignation from his position as trustee. Poll vote: Aittama, Tobias, Schuldt, Hoffman, and Heide. Abstain: Frendewey. Motion was carried.
Trustee Aittama then made a motion, supported by trustee Tobias, to appoint trustee Schuldt as the President pro-tem. Poll vote: Yes; Aittama, Tobias, Heide, Hoffman and Frendewey. Abstain: Schuldt. Motion was carried.

Poirier presented a packet for the review of the annual package  insurance quote. He said that Par Plan was the lone submission as one other company contacted declined to quote. The quote was for $19,468.00, which was about $400 more than 2013. After a brief discussion a motion was made by Trustee Schuldt and supported by Trustee Heide to approve the quote and retain the Par Plan as the insurance carried.  Poll vote: Yes; Schuldt, Heide, Hoffman, Tobias, Aittama and Frendewey. No; None. Motion was carried. 
Poirier gave a brief update on the DNR Passport grant campground project and informed the Council that Dick Supina would be acting as the liaison for the Village in Fisher’s stead to get changes in the proposed project pushed though the DNR. He said a thorough review of the underground sewer portion of the proposal found that it was just not feasible but a new plan to add on to the restroom building would be developed and presented by Supina.
Clerk Poirier informed the Council that discussions had begun on an application for a Safe Routes to School grant by the High School in cooperation with the Village. He said a series of public hearings would be held to formulate a plan and the application itself would be developed with help from the health department and school officials. He would bring more information to the Council as he received it.
Poirier said the Farmer’s market was being run by two long-time vendors for the remainder of this season and that application for new vendors had been closed for the season. 
Poirier said he would try to keep the aspirations of the solar project alive by contacting representatives of companies that Ed Fisher had maintained. Frendewey also said he know of several people at the university that had a hand in those discussions and would strive to keep the contact going there as well.

Trustee Schuldt said he was to meet with Clerk Poirier and Crissy and Ray Gerhart about some new MSHDA programs available. He would probably seek a special meeting to approve the applications for those programs if the discussion showed promise.

Poirier said that Public workls foreman Goldsworthy and he had discussed extending the hours of one of the summer workers through the end of the camping season to continue to clean bathrooms and help with Farmer’s market setup on the weekends. The Council agreed to budget for that extra time.


Poirier presented an agreement from Employee Benefits Agency, the current BCBS agent, regarding an update of the HIPAA agreement for maintaining privacy of medical records of covered employees. After a brief discussion a motion was made by Trustee Tobias and supported by Trustee Schuldt to authorize the President to sign and submit the agreement. All were in favor. Motion was carried. 

Infrastructure:    
Poirier said for the third time in as many years the Council needed to update the street administrator designation for MDOT.  To that end the following resolution was introduced.    

RESOLUTION

Be It resolved, that this honorable body designate Andrew Goldsworthy as the single Street Administrator for the Village of Lake Linden in all transactions with the State Transportation Dept. as provided by Section 13 of Act 51 of 1951.

Motioned by Trustee Schuldt and support by Trustee Hoffman.

Yeas: Schuldt, Hoffman, Tobias, Aittama, Heide and Frendewey
Nays: None.

Motion carried.


Poirier introduced copies of the MDOT contract for maintenance on the M-26 state trunkline. He said the language was largely boilerplate and he could see no major changes from the preceding agreement.  The agreement extended the current terms through 2019. After a brief discussion a motion was made by Trustee Schuldt and supported by Trustee Hoffman to authorize the signing of the document by Clerk Poirier on the Council’s behalf. All were in favor. Motion was carried.

Property & Equipment 
Poirier said he and Goldsworthy had been discussing equipment priorities and would continue those discussions for presenting ideas to the Council.
Public Safety & Policy: 
The police report was entered into the record for discussion. A motion was made by Trustee Hoffman and supported by Trustee Schuldt to approve the report as submitted. All were in favor. Motion was carried.
There was no fire report.

After the re-introduction of materials for the grant application to Rural Development, a brief discussion was followed by a motion by Trustee Aittama and supported by Trustee Schuldt to approve the application under the Community Facilities grant program to the USDA for a new police vehicle. Yes: Aittama, Schuldt, Hoffman, Tobias, Heide, Schuldt and Frendewey. No; None. One Council vacancy.   Motion was carried.

Downtown Development Authority:
DDA Chairman Steve Pummill gave a brief summary on topics discussed by the DDA. The position left vacant by President Fisher’s passing created a vacancy but, as Trustee Aittama pointed out, the vacancy was filled when Frendewey was appointed as Village president as the Village president has a seat on the DDA per their charter.
Torch Lake Area Sewage Authority


President Fisher also sat on the Torch lake Area Sewage Authority Board. Trustee Aittama said he would volunteer to sit on the board as he had for 20+ years previously. A motion was made by Trustee Schuldt and supported by Trustee Hoffman to appoint Aittama to the TLASA Board. All were in favor. Motion was carried.
Lake Linden Housing Commission


Poirier said the Board there was still a resident member short of a full compliment.
Youth Council (Chair: Fisher)

No report.
Late Agenda Items:

Poirier said the Village would undoubtedly be listed as a creditor on the bankruptcy announced by Louie’s Supermarket.
New Business:

Trustee Hoffman brought up the idea of commemorating President Fisher by naming the marina after him. The Council agreed to look at that in the coming months.
Old Business:

Frendewey told Poirier that the Sam Buschell tree issue on Pine Street should be settled quickly.

Poirier said that after being served with a notice under the Junk Ordinance, the property on 1300 Front Street was being cleaned up and progress was being made.

CLOSED SESSION:

A motion was made by Trustee Schuldt and supported by Trustee Heide to adjourn into closed session to discuss the pending union negotiations. All were in favor. Motion was carried. 

The regular meeting was declared back in session. A motion was then made by Trustee Schuldt and supported by Trustee Aittama to approve the new rates for DPW employees as proposed to the union representative and signed by the union membership, those rates being:


Andrew Goldsworthy
$19.00/hr.



Patrick Lajimodiere

$18.50/hr.



Adam Moyle


$16.00/hr.



In addition, the terms of the collective bargaining agreement as currently written would be extended through December 1st, 2014. Poll vote: Yes; Schuldt, Aittama, Hoffman, Tobias, Heide and Frendewey. NO; None. Motion was carried.
Announcements:  
Adjournment:

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Trustee Aittama and supported by Trustee Hoffman.  All were in favor. Meeting was adjourned at 8:12pm.  There were 3 members of the public in attendance.
_____________________________
 
__________________________
James O. Frendewey, Village President  
Robert  A. Poirier, Village Clerk 
