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As this newsletter is being written we are experiencing the first truly warm days of the year. After a long, long winter and an unseasonably cool and late spring, the reactions of many are exactly as you would expect…”it’s so hot!”, “can you believe the humidity?”, “It’s too warm to enjoy!”, etc.  Ah, the lament of the Yooper. If you don’t like the weather wait a few hours and it will change. It’s refreshing to know some things will never change..
4th of July Activities:  The fire department has been hard at work on preparations for several months and have many activities planned. As usual, things begin in the park around dinner time on Wednesday, July 3rd, when the vendors are open for business. The fire department will have their bar, with beer, soda and also merchandise. These proceeds go to defer costs for the event so show your support for them.   Boodie Creek will be performing that evening until dusk, when the area’s finest fireworks show goes off from the sand bar on the shore. 
On the 4th, grab a bite at the Lake Linden Elementary School where the Lions Club holds their annual pancake breakfast from 7:30am until noon. At 9:30am is the Grand Patriotic Parade which begins on 10th and Calumet through to 1st Street near the park. No pre-registration is required to be a part of the parade, so just look for LLVFD uniforms approximately 45 minutes before the siren sounds. Following the parade the fun and games are at the Village Park where Tom Katalin and Dirk Hembroff will provide the entertainment. There will be vendors, a bouncy house for the kids, and the LLVFD booth will be open. At 1:00pm, there will be a Veteran’s Memorial Service at the memorial in the Village Park. At 1:15pm the kids games and races will kick off (complete with cash prizes), followed by the Grand Stand contests at 2pm. (Don’t forget, when you hear the siren head to the tennis courts where $700 will be given out to the kids!) If your kids have energy left the bike parade lines up at 6pm and at 6:30pm heads to the Village Park. All entrants will receive $1 and awards for best decorations go to the TOP 10 bikes! The Annual Street Dance at the Lakes Lounge rounds out the activities from 6pm until 10:00pm. Event flyers are available at many local businesses, the Village office, and on our website at www.lakelinden.net. Remember to buy your booster buttons! If in town for the weekend we will list the winning numbers on the website.
Again, from the Village Council and staff, a huge thank-you to all the members of the Lake Linden Volunteer Fire Dept. and Auxiliary for their hard work and dedication! FIREWORKS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE PARK. There are hundreds of kids enjoying the holiday so please remember to keep an eye out for them at all times. Let’s have a safe and Happy Independence Day.
Farmer’s Market: The Lake Linden Farmers Market is set to begin its season on Saturday, July 6th.    We have 3 major farms represented this year and several other smaller growers for vegetables and fruits.   Plus, our special bakery, The Old School Bakery will be back with fresh-out-of-the-oven breads, biscuits and cookies for your eating pleasure.  In addition, several of our local arts folks will be featured.   Come join the festivities from 10am to 2pm Saturday, July 6th each Saturday from 10 until 2 throughout the summer months.   
Annual Water Quality report:  Included with this newsletter is a copy of the 2013 water quality report as required by State regulations. It outlines the testing requirements and results for the year. If you have any questions about this report please contact the Village Clerk’s office. The report is also available on our website at www.lakelinden.net or at the Village Office.

Village tax rates:  The annual property tax bills will be mailed in early July and due in mid-September as usual. The rates this year are the same as the previous two years so if your taxable value is the same as last year your tax bill will also be the same. Tax rates and 2013-2014 budgets will be available soon on the Village website.
Skate Park:  The two skateboard structures made last year by council members and lots of local students came through the winter with only surface damage.   The surface material used was not up to active use and winter/wet conditions.   New marine-grade polyethylene material has been ordered and will be installed within the next week or so.   This material is much more expensive but was purchased with a grant from the Walmart Foundation, for which we are very grateful.   Another new structure is in planning and will be added to the Park as soon as the new surface material is in place.   
Public Works:  A one-month longer plowing season and the elimination of the summer youth employment program for this summer has set the public works crew back in its seasonal maintenance. If you have contacted us regarding a sidewalk project or other discretionary project that requires the public works department, rest assured we are getting to those items as soon as we can. 
Disc Golf Course Expansion: This summer, the Torch Lake Disc Golf Course will be expanded to a full 18 holes. The 5th and 6th grade students, spearheaded by Chris Rebman and Brad Codere, but with assistance from many others, will soon have the new-look course ready. Also, Mr. Squires has assisted a group of students in getting a grant through the Lake Superior Stewardship Initiative for placing interpretive signage and a pavilion on the north side of the disc golf course. That project will begin to take shape this summer as well.
Campground Expansion:  The late spring has set back the campground project a bit but it is hoped that the addition of seven new sites at the end of the campground loop will be completed and ready for a full camping season in 2014.
Pavilion Dedication:   On Saturday, July 6th, at 2pm, the Village will be dedicating and renaming the campground pavilion the Vernon R. Jolly Pavilion. Vern was Village President from 1978 until 2000 and is the longest serving President in Lake Linden Village history (est. 1885). While he was President the Village Park as we know it today largely came into being. It is the first such honor for any past public official in our community and Vern is richly deserving of this tribute. 
Spooktember: Spooktember in the campground is scheduled for Saturday, September 21st. Reservations for campsites can be made by calling the Village Office at 296-9911. Last year the event was a smashing success and spots filled up quickly so come and join us for the costume contests, trick-or-treating, sky lantern launch, decorated campsites, hay rides and everything else. More details on the schedule of events will be posted on the Village website as the event draws nearer.
Lake Linden Wild Goose Chase: The Chase will be held this year on Saturday, August 24th, and has become a staple event in our Park. It features a fast course around a former superfund site with spectacular views of the water, and has the least expensive entry fee around. Not only do participants enjoy numerous chances at winning prizes, delicious post-race snacks, and an event for the children, but they have a great time being silly chasing after the goose. This race is for everyone – fast, slow, young, old, and everyone in between. You can even bring your canine friends. Come be part of the action! For more information on registration visit their web site at www.lakelindenwildgoosechase.com.
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