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As we make our way through winter (!?!?!?!) some positive steps are being taken by the Village to get projects started for the spring. And although we are only heading into January we look forward to getting them underway as soon as possible.
Water Rate Change:  After discussions at two meetings and a public hearing this month, the Council has voted to increase water rates effective on the January 2nd billing. The increase is necessary to maintain the current facilities and largely due to a fairly substantial increase in electrical and communications (dedicated reservoir-to-pump-house lines) costs for the system. Our monthly electrical charges have gone from $880 per month to $1,211 in one year. Phone costs have increased almost as much. The new rates are below and represent a 5% increase.
Bi-Monthly Billing Rates

Current

Jan. 2013
Incr. in Min. Bill

Base Charge,
Village:

$35.96


$37.76


$1.80

Base Charge, Township:

$44.63


$46.86


$2.23
Per 1000 rate after 4000 (Village):
$  4.10


$  4.30


$  .20
Per 1000 rate after 4000(Twnp):
$  5.09


$  5.34


$  .25

It should be noted that even after the 5% rate increase outlined above, the Village’s water rates are lower than every other Houghton County municipality except South Range.
Campground Reservations:  It is once again time for the 4th of July 2013 campground reservation rush. There will be no change from the way it was done last year as it seems to be the most agreed-upon format.  The Village office will open the doors at 8am on Wednesday, January 2nd and take in-person reservations until all those in attendance have a site or all the sites have been reserved. Pre-payment is required and there is a three-day minimum payment. Once the sites are full, people will be placed on a waiting list and this list will be used to fill sites vacated through cancellations or non-payment. We generally go several spots down the waiting list by May or June so be sure to get on the list. One site per person and you cannot sub-let your site to someone else after it is reserved. You can contact the Village Clerk’s office for details about the process but no pre-date reservations will be taken.
POLICE ISSUE – Dog Ordinance:  There have been a couple of serious issues recently with dogs running loose around the Village. Ordinance Series 9000, Chapter 9011, Animals, Section 1, adopted from Michigan Compiled Law, states that animals in the Village need to be leashed at all times. Failure to leash your pet can result in a fine of up to $100 per offense. This includes pets out in your own, unfenced yards. Residents often walk their own pets along the streets and unleashed animals can cause situations to get out of hand very quickly. Even if the animal is in your own yard it needs to be on a leash. Also, this ordinance provision allows for fines if your pet defecates on a public street or sidewalk. As a matter of common courtesy (and as a matter of statute) please pick up after your pet. 

Ice Rink:  Our ice rink will be up and running as soon as the weather permits. We will be looking for volunteers to oversee the facility and when we see how many are interested we can develop a schedule. If you are interested please contact the Village Clerk’s office at 296-9911 or email at vll@lakelinden.net.  
      Grants:   The Village has again been successful in obtaining grant funds to supplement our general fund to provide for the addition and expansion of recreational opportunities in the park. The first is an additional $1,300 awarded by the Keweenaw Community Foundation for additional skate park structures. Plans are being developed now for the construction of these structures and we hope to add them to the park in the spring. The second is a grant for just over $62,000 to improve and expand the infrastructure in the campground.

Garbage Bags:
The Village bags are now available in several local businesses for your convenience. They have long been sold at Louie’s and are now at the Quality hardware Store and Morty’s gas station. 
Public Service vacancies in community:  The Lake Linden Downtown Development Authority and the Lake Linden Housing Commission each have a vacancy on their respective Boards. If you are interested in these positions or would like more information on what these boards are all about please contact the Village Clerk’s office.
MTU Mini Baja:  After six years of excitement and growth of the Mini Baja event in the Village Park we regretfully announce that it will not be held here this year. Although the community has supported the event more and more the university has decided to move it closer to the campus. We hope that it will return but at least for this year it will not be held in the Village. 
Community Survey and Strategic Plan:   Work continues in preparing an updated strategic plan for the Village. The current plan, developed in 2009, expires in 2013. A community survey was distributed this past spring and is in the process of being worked into a plan for public discussion and eventual adoption by the Council.  
The survey showed some possible points of emphasis. Fire protection and snow removal ranked as the best Village services. Village infrastructure rated generally medium-to-high, ordinance provisions and enforcement received mixed reviews, and attracting various businesses was stressed. However, these areas are continual points of focus by the Council. The Village and the DDA continue to look for innovative ways to attract, enhance and retain businesses in the village as this task is, and should be, the highest priority for community leaders in today’s economic environment.
There was strong support for focusing on the facilities and amenities found in the Village Park. Projects in this area can serve to enhance revenue in some cases (campground and marina) and expand recreational opportunities for young people, two points of emphasis in the current plan and a desired focus in a new plan moving forward.
In addition, maintaining a positive image through enhancement of the recreational facilities and through an effort to clean up areas in town was a concern among respondents and will also be discussed for inclusion in a new plan. 
From the staff and Council of the Village of Lake Linden,

Have a very Happy New Year!
 ________________________    

      ___________________________
      Edward R. Fisher, President



Robert A. Poirier, Village Clerk
